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^ TOW SttitaTION III HUNdAH 


Information 


Xha rlS^nt^iv'snia tn Tting^iy hwa swsssi oc-nceni iw “wy F**1P*** ' ^ 

They AP9 ?iSk4P2 hew auoh things oouW hwa aems about, 25X1 

Tba auffeiing fM aMrlflaa of tha Mlungarl'tn paepla to fraativa tttalP 

Soola^llat ayaterah^a been groat and mat to a etn, against tba yra war polltloal 

baokgro'ond of Sa stem Bin*pe, 

3afora the w?gr these oountrlea wars fasolst cr semi faaeist with tba 
working olftsa raoveiaent ho'^dei pM ferseouted. 

The Hcrthy f'isoist dlot&trrahlp w«3 established by allied b^^yancts in 
1919, vben the flower of the working ol».S3 was artnlhllated In the viblta terror, 
Hungary was a predomlnfntly peasrint ocAintry with a strong political oh'ii*cb and 
clergy. The "Times" wrote rn August Ath, 1950: 

"The Catholic Church enjoyci unl'^ue political rlg^'its In Hvuigaiy vdilch 
would tnioubteily have teen challenged In the ndd 2Cth century no 
matter v/hat regime was in power. 

FASCISTS allied with Hitler 

//\ 'Tn fact, the first ch’llt.nge to the church came v/hile the Ccni;iunist3 
// > were a small nd.n'^ilty in the first p st war eoalitirn C-cvemments, 25X1 

/ Cpriinrtl lliniszenty -xni the Bench of Bishops strcn^ly objected to thd 
K/Y / f: rml ab.->liti, n .’^f the ra n^^rchy and the setting up rf a Bapublic# 

/ ’‘They objected t the c^-^diti -n G'^vexnDent passing any decrees ’Adthout 
/ the appr val cf the Cardin'^!. Thr ughrut the centuries the Cardinal ha3 

/ held pclitioal p v/ers soarooly inferior t ■ the King ** 

Before the v/ar the v/ rkino class n veinents in Hungary and Poland were not 
stTv'^ng enough t oveiXJ rie by their :v/n itieans the fascist regimes of Hcrthy ajid ^ 
Filsudski despite their her;ic struggle. 

Thoir Sv'oial liberati n ar'se ~ut 'f the war and the stxMggle against 
uermovn fascism and its allies E-n<l the advance the Seviet arny. 

Hungarian fascism and reaction allied itself ’.vith Hitler fascism ri^t 
to the bitter end. 

^’/hile many Hungarians played a o'. ur^agerus r^le in the anti fascist 
resistance mevement during the war, it was abive all at the hands rf the 
Soviet arny that Hcrthy fascism suffered its defeat. But reaction, defeated 
exteiTially, remained str'-ng internally after liberation. Sven v^en pecples* 
power came into the hojids 'f the w. rking perple a nd Peeples* DeKiocracy was 
esto.blished reaction \vas by no means defeated nor its influence ended. 


-iDV.iI'CSS 


— pr-blems uns,lved 


Hungarian peoples Hemccracy still faced the diiYicult tfisk cf step by 
step overcoming reactich — breaMng its influence rn the working people — 
oariying through reconct ruction, the mechanisati '^n of agriculture and industria- 
lisation, -and mnning the pe-'ple f'^r the advance to socialism. 

It was a development - social, political and industrial - 'which had to 
bee pressed fcrwaid. with call the problems 'Miich that involved. 

The Hungarian Communist Party at the time of liberation was Tsery small 
indeed. The pr^'cess of amalgamation ^N±th the social Eemioorats took place; the 
fight against reaction was started, but the creation of a new state system had 
to go on and industrialisation proceed, and all this had to be oenpressed into 
the short period of a single decade. 

The process of industrialisation had alwa^'s been a hard ajid painiVil one# 

These problems would have teen difficult enou^ t: overcome if there had 
been no abuses and mistakes. 

But, as we knowi the system cf lack of party um:craoy, pers^^ 
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It 13 mly :n this o:nd iti^n that the cf r^nsotlrn, vhl<A 

' inowasing their activities oculd ha is'^latel ani rendered harriers# 

resolution stated:- * , 

”Tha unity and cohesion of the party ranks are the fcurviatlrn st ne cf 
strength cf the party, a conditicn of its effective work#** 

Irportant decisions v/ere taken regar ding ecf^n' Edo, social and lenocratlc 
HjrSforSip At the same time there was n^' illusi-^n about the menace cf react Icn* 

ifeSS-^yThe resolution declared: - 


I f , fr'ont of the struggle in the ele^trral can^aii^i will be run 

between the forces cf socialism rallied under the leadership of cur party, cn the 
one hand and the forces of reaction on the other: forces vhich will undoubtedly 
attempt" to taka advantage cf the difficulties of the pclitiaal situation cf the 
Qowtry as well as the economic difficulties, to acaducb a canpaign directed against 
icu^ p.arty^ to weake n the unity of the naticnal fr^^nt and to utilise the still 


,3 or emti 


tf <=rir*^n*h 


peoM# fc> anti socialist agil 


ng a secticn cf the working 


‘4' lO'f;. "^reeaora may s-^rv 
>f'a idew socialist system 
># the peoples power, “ 


-le - the builders 
ries of socialism and; 


t>tSdoMm^ remedy to. 


arriving at the decisi ns 
betw^ert the polish Party and the Scv^ 
; I'eiolvei" as a result T^f frank discuss 


dn prcbleira arose 


fc:. firmly resolved t- strengthen relati* 
K 'Te wish them well in their great tasi 


na triendshlc* 


|/ K ;r J/ents in Hungaiy however, have g'rne differently, and it is this which is 
. O^usiilg ou^ party and the lab'^^'ur m'^'Yement distress md ocnoeiTiw 

■ Vo;.: The real problem appears to us have been that the initial rectification 

.Of miaiakes was net sweeping meugh and was t'"' rl.'vo the n 'Vemeat got out of " 
p|:; ^ntaceV cf the leadership of the party and the class, iiTj! party order and . 

Unltji? collapsed at a dcolsive moment. ■ .ry.. 

I pT' 

|f ^ TS Pan ’onderstand the backgr. v.nd, vi^doh 1 hov-:^ alrf-,ady spoken: industriali- 

k:/ ' aatich|p the peasant problem, the deeply r^ •tei reaction ?nd its connection with the 
' AineriOan s^ret service; a Party \diich was big in numlers but lacking trained 
Idaologloally strong cadres; a G<'Venimt,nt and a Party not woi'king collectively; ' • 
K; and' the excesses and crimes lAhich were alien to Socialism.^ 
pfeV' 

m ' bict weii laid 


p'*'litical pr blem inv^'i/ci in the change is therefore clear 
" tjSf be decisive on! the party had to bead. 

for the Hungarian Cemmunists fully to analyse the events, but 
^:y#^ld appear to us that an internal party battle wmt cn with ut sufficient thou^t 
lljljl Vifeat was happening outside, which gave the supreme ipfortiuiity for Hungarian 
y^ichf together with ir*3# irperialisn, h»'d been pr^oparing for years* 

^ 'iAnd there had been one utilisation of slogans •■'f dem^^racy for ruitt- 
aftd anti Sovietism in polind, as the c nraics p.int cut, h^ w mch m^'re 


happen In In that particular situatioul 

.4 - ''0 -boy 


' S^lnd th# Just dema ds cf the pe pie all kind?* f 'orocs were organising 




D^l, Mail, boast aA that ha had dined with the vexy 

Thera w^-s a Hun(’art.«j on 


fcll V t « «• 
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T^levisicn last .veek niaie the sr-jne statement, and sirilar statenents have 
been published in the press generally, 

Therefcre there vs/ere the two trends in the situaticn: The Just demands 
of the pecple on v/hich steps w re being taken, too slowly; and the frrces of 
reacticn determined to use the situation for an all rut effort to b ealc socialist power 

And it is not nly v/e v/ho are saying that. E“/ery reapcnsible Coiiiinunist 
Party in the world was saying that. It was sold by the Polish o-mrades. It was 
said by Tito and *'5crba’*, the Yugoslav official paper* It has been said in the 
Chinese statement. 

And not only Coinmnists. Even a Social Democrat like Anna Kethly, only 
recently released from Jail and asked to Join the Nagy Government, said to Basil 
Davidson cf the ^^Daily Herald'* ; - 

"Among the revolutionaries there are right vdng fascist extreiiists who 
dearly Icve to capture our national revolution seas to impose another 
kind of dictatorship. '* 

S0VI£T TIOOPS memories are shor t 

Bat one thing is clear; That no worker v*o took part in the rising wanted 
to gc back to 1938 -- and why? 

Because whatever the excesses a d abuses in Hungary, it was a workers 
and peasants state. It gave the land to peasants: it brught social advances and 
pcY/er was taken out of the hands of the feudal landlcjoi and exploiters -f the 
masses, V/hatever mistakes were made, they could have teen put right, given proper 
political handling. 

It is equally clear tha the role cf c -untr revolutirn was not that of _ 
clearing up tha excesses, nor was its aim Hungarian naticnal independence -- ~ 

but the restoration of oaptalism and landlordism and the destructicn of the 
Fecple's power as such, 

Frcm the first they seized the V/estem frontier with Austria. It was from there 
that more emigre forces crossed ever; the Gycr Radicbeoame their political instrament 
in making their demands, Nagy, as Prime Minister, increasingly retep,ted before 
reaction. 

The security police were dissolved; the premise cf the socalled "free 
elections" was made; the revival cf the old parties including capitalist parties, 
took place; the demand for Soviet withdra'oal fr^m the v;h'~le of Hungary was made; 
the matter was raised with the United Nations; the pr-'p sal for a neytral Hungaiy 
under four power control was put for^rard, 

Even this did not satisfy the o unter revolutionary forces v/ho called for 
fbill Western intervention and political and mayerial help from the '.Test, Vfliile all 
this was going on reports were published of v/hat con only be described as 'white 
terror against the working class forces. 

fifev' ■ , ' 

0 It is in the light of all these things that the questirn of the Soviet 
troops has to be Judged, The Hungarian authorities called them in cn the first 
occasion. Nobody questions that, while Nagy might deny he was responsible. It is 
a tragedy that they had to be involved, because it placed them in the most 
difficult position# They certainly did net wish to protect anything wrong in the 
Hungarian situation. 

■' Stc Memories are too short. Vfe must recall the suffering and agony caused 
heoausa Hitler and fascism came into power. There is a tendency to forget ^cw the 
fars aw powers came into existence and vhy Soviet troeps v/ere stationed in these 
count riesifr ' o 

It was a collective defence answer of the Scvialist states to the North 
Atli^tio Treatyi, to the plans of imperialist forces in V/estem Europe, and 
especially itoerioan organisation, and we must not forget the U.3.A. to "liberate" 
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t € m ' “p ^ • 

r.OMCESSI0K3 ienfjiis incre^aed, 

Abcve «n, it .M bn .ns«r to Almnntr ml th. nnn replnr Jf® "" 

»to«lo »“pon=, oAl he hm mle no bene, about hi, air, of rtvi.ien of frntier, 

of Eastern Eartpe, especi.ally Prlf-ni. 

The Soviet Government mde clear that if the ’.rarsKW 'f^eaty si cries 
want withdrawal of treeps from Hungary then it \vill trjee place, tut it is f^r 
them finally to decide. 

4b m-nn -13 the Naay Government requested withdrawal from Budapest, the 
It^^uirSlve appeared then that a demooratto socialist 
that c^^ter revolution could he overcome. 

But in ev.ry step Nagy took, reaction increased its demands. As the 
‘^Tines’* put in its ]5ditcrial:- 

"Many of the insurgents, feeling their p:wer demanded more". , 

All the conditions were being prepared ft r a -^iptug 

,U.lnati;» bf 3bclbli,n ml the vlrt«,i -hit, terr,-r rbmni,c«t . 1J19, -IplnJ 

out the flower of Hungary's working class n vement. 

k:iSm«\"‘th'rrr,;iniim‘bri„ -f th, 

' Ministry in wrete:- 

"Imre Nouy, the Premier, is also Foreign Minister, andthe 'revolutionaries 
„r6 H ngarian right -wing extremists, under the laniership o , «t 
r-.-^-T— . Dudasfw^L not recognise the authority of the Nagy Government. 

f •t-'‘ -rhronoh the Foreign Office the counter reV, lutionarles were in fact 

■ ores nting their c-se to the world. The Idniszenty Ir -adcast on Saturiay 

L'mif/:,, ?b”vSA.l f-r tb, o u„t„ rev lutl m.y b™,. 

•V;.-. I, um I, ,u,™l Uf ib fb„r p. ibt, : mt .dtb *?! “« 

, -; was preparnng its icrces f_ r the iinai e ’ ^ working class; 

•- St tb, cbu,*, mi iif»t 

\^esteni inteiventicn# 

[Volt It was a decisive class cha lenge. and t this the H^ngarlrn working 

" olas3 respendedf 

iril • Kadar and the test elements of the Hr.ngarlan Vferking 

l-S'en Slh^V'ferJSnf ?cr';tiTr"dL":r^ 

declared 

"The excesses of the oc-.,nter revolution nnst ha stepped. The hour oi 




o.otion has come, 
niTAsa TSaUB fog hs too 


. >; ft -p,f,bl th, p,-.,b of th, ml 

'le,bJ,r,-„yi la ». «t,bU,h ,bl,r, .oourtt, ml o,lb In -«n 

- v':..,. It. pKar,™, U bf 3.-ol«U,m, l,iKor.-.o, ml F.«.oe. 

’ A; pu, ,b, in,.ti™ bf n "> 

t ; not only for the Hungarian workihg class. 




iVwv^ld have represent^ A declsi^^^^^^ 
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Centn^l Europe, menacing net only the U.S.S.R., tut Czechrslev^Jcie, Yugoslavia 
and ^very Peoples re^^ooracy* menacing the peace cf the w^rld. 

It wculd have been an encouragement to Aden.;icr and every adventurer, 
and v/ould have gravely increased the danger rf war. These were the dangers 
Y/hioh the Soviet a^veinmort had tr -cake int-> account v/hen it made the 
difficult decision to respond tu the appeal of the Kadar Oevemment fer help 
against counter revolutionaries. 

This is how we have seen this decisve action. There was no alternative 
in this situation, however much one v^culd have v/ished that the counter 
revolubimary forces could have teen dealt with differently. 

It has been decisive fr^om two angles: Pi^ora the class angle of fascism 
or Socialism; working class advrnce o-" counter revolution* It has teen 
decisive also from the point f viev/ cf peace. The issue was v/hether there 
should be a spearhead of reaction in Sa; tern E’uripe, a new het bed cf war 
preparation, with probable to 'ric'n bases under militant fascism; cr a socialist 
state devoted to the cause of oeacel 

This has teen the issue- facing everycne: The Hungarian werking class, 
the Soviet Union, and the British v/orking class t:.c. 

Should v/t support a tactic which in fact would be support for the 
restoration cf Hungarian fascicn, or should v/e suppv'trt those acting in the 
test interests of the Hungarian pecple? 


imwnDwoi 


not through re&cj:icn 


\'h stand by the latter. It is astrnd which has been supp'-rtei by ^very 
major Cemounist Paruy throughout the 

; Some wculd argue: Better risk the drnger of fascism than the danger cf 

war. The .^nsv/cr to that is: it was not a risk cf fascism — it was the certainty 
of fascism, unless the Hungarian wrr’cers fought, a rms in hand, had a G-cvemment 
capable of defea ing counter revolution raid receiving the help of the Soviet 
Uniont 

The success cf ccunter rev luti n c' uli have sparked off similar forces 
elsev^iere in Easter Europe; for which the ^'.^est, and particularly American 
secret ser/ice, has been preparing for end spending its money on for years. 

r: ^’/IJereas to preserve Central Europe in the hands :f the Socialist forces 

is the best guarantee for peace, both jn the present and in the future. 

Tho ris of fascism in 1933 niecant vwar in 1939* It must not be allcwei 
to rise again if peace is <.ver to be sucure* 

’ 0 Some pecple sah ask whether this is n.'^t an interference with self 

detenrlnation. It was a struggle within Hungary to determine v;hat forces were 
capable of miaking Hungary f*ree; in these last days the forces cf counter revolution 
with its external help frem capitalism., were arrayed against the forces of the 
working class and socialism.* 

. V' H'^d counter revolution won there wculd net have been an indepuident 
Hungary able to deteivine :ts fiture, but a depend'cnet, subservient Hungary — 
a- pawn of the 'Test, 

SOOtAIx igl Y not imposed . 

, . Socialist Hunga.^ will determine its ov\n destiny and forms cf democratic 

developments Af fas as the Sg'^^iet Union is concerned negotiatirns 'will start with 
all \Taraaw Pact powers regarding defence arrangements and everything c nnected 
with the disposition of Soviet troops* 

u,’- - ■- ■ ^ 'u V- - ^ :.u- ■ . " U’.' 

Some say you cannot have Socialism imposed by force from the outside. This 
true# bBut this kas not raid is not the issue in Hungary. It was the Hungarian 
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wcrkera whc building Scoi^.lisn in H^jigary, Its farther iateltpni^nt is 

the t>3k ?:iii respcnsitility cf the Hungarian pecple. 

It was a case cf ocuntcr revcluticn subsidised and inspired from 
"^atsiie trying tc iestrey Socialism ly force* 

This is vhat every wrrker has get tc ’onderstand, and that is v^iy wa 
believe that the entire labour nicven:er4t should stand by the Hungarian 
workers d^veiTiment in this difficult hour, and support the efforts it Is 
risking, with the help of the Soviet Tnicn, to prev^^t the restcraticn of 
fascism in Hungary* 
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